| The reception and reading of
Strindberg’s Giftas
T

W,” ‘ | F““H

4

A
/771
/) 7/
7

i

2

)

_.“\\0: v
O R it
. \’\“\\\\“R Y A

;
\
S
)

N \&‘ d \\\‘
SN
R .,\:. \\,\ \\. R

SR E
) :, \ \“ ,)

- ~
\‘" -l
ST

- - . .l
N AN ' =
LY
. “vs
N 5\
— -~
.
~ ’ \ \\ \’
- ‘ - . ;
: .\\\ \\ o
. . - \\\\ 3 !. L \
( - .~ . ‘v
NN 5\ \ - -
{ " o
\‘\ - . 1
oo \ i EUA L
N o : W = \.. —
/2 7 '\\‘\ o~ r
22 \ \ 1

UiT The Arctic University of Norway [t S \\


https://twitter.com/bookhistories

«...the most peculiar book ever written...»
(Strindberg’s sales pitch to Bonnier)

«...do you think the Piccadon [wine] will
lead to any charges..!»

(Strindberg to Bonnier |3 Sept. |884)

«[My] whore book is finished! ... It is the
worst, but yet most beautiful, cleverest and
filthiest thing I've written.»

(Strindberg to Pehr Staaf, July 1884)

«The book is a book for the future and will
probably serve as textbook in girls’ schools
at some point.»

(Strindberg’s sales pitch for the second
edition)







Reception of Giftas

®

* Prosecution * First edition sold out/seized
e Strain on relation to friends and within days
colleagues. Wife not happy. * All publicity good publicity
* 0 % chance of receiving Nobel * New friendships; Zola etc.
Prize e Avantgardistic martyrdom
* Infamous

* Fame finally achieved
* Strindberg wows never to set
foot in Sweden again
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Svenska dagstidningar

<€ Starta ny sokning

giftas

Visa endast fritt material

Dagens Nyheter (106) Goteborgs Handels- Och Sjofartstidning (83) Stockholms Dagblad (74) Goteborgsposten (69)

Nerikes Allehanda (65) Aftonbladet (62) Nya Dagligt Allehanda (61) Hallandsposten (56) Kristianstadsbladet (55)

Sundsvalls Tidning (55) +ERIl
Peak: October 1884,
q Fran:
/ ca. 500 mentions rn
1884-01-01 =

Till:
1885-12-30 33




«The well-known author has written a new work, which promises to make more noise than most of

his former writings» (Nerikes Allehanda 1884-09-26)

«It pains us to say that the latest work of the brilliant writer ... in reality is a part of the junk
literature» (Goteborgsposten 1884-10-02)

«There is no doubt that Strindberg, once charges have been brought against him, will be
convicted.» (Norrkopings tidningar |1884-10-07)

«... Strindberg is an angel in comparison with Boccacio.» (Glunten 1884-10-11)

«Strindberg’s book ‘Giftas’ has in Finland been prohibited by the censorship» (Bords Tidning |884-
|0-16)

«The public’s interest is focused on a single person: August Strindberg.» (Norrlandsposten |1884-10-24)

«The hero of the day, August Strindberg, [was greeted by ] ... labourers, steady and broad-
shouldered men [who ] wanted to greet the defender of the proletariat, [and ] a significant number
of women, young, old, married, unmarried, all with sympathies for Giftas.» (Nya Wexjobladet |884-
|0-24)

» The literary society ‘Brage’ at a grammar school in Malmo ... had acquired Strindberg’s
Giftas, which was passed between the members. When the headmaster heard that ... the book
was also being read out aloud he ... disbanded the society and confiscated Gifzas in order, as
he stated, to burn it.» (Hdrnosandsposten 1884-11-01)



«STRINDBERG ACQUITTED OF ALL CHARGES»

A case of winning the battle but
loosing the war?

* The modern literary writers —
the ‘young Sweden’ — alienated
from the book buying clientele

* Declining sales’ figures
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Estimated sales of Strindberg's books in
Gumpert's bookshop, Gothenburg
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The bookseller’s diary

Bookseller Johan Lundgren,
Norrkoping

|884-10-04: «...Sold great quanitites
of Giftas during the afternoon, which
has been confiscated in Stockholm.»

|884-10-06: «Strindberg’s Giftas
confiscated here.»




Giftas on the book market

Giftas | (September 1884): 4,000 copies
Giftas I, 2nd ed. (June 1885): 5,000 copies
Giftas Il (October 1886): 5,000 copies

* 3,680 copies (92 %) of Giftas | sold within days, the remainder seized by
authorities

* Moneymaker in commercial lending libraries
* Private loans a 25 ore

* Secondhand sales: examples of Giftas being sold for 10,40 and even 100 kr
(bookshop price 3,75 kr)

* Giftas I, 2nd ed.: 2,000 copies (40 %) sold after 9 months
* Giftas II: 1,100 copies (22 %) sold after two years (!)



Giftas customers

* Not only the bookshop regulars

* “ruffians and country bumpkins” suddenly
showing up in bookshops, requesting Giftas

* Sales record from Gumpert’s bookshop, L///ZL/MM ¢v
Gothenburg:
7/
- mholﬁsaler Zé S
- shopkeeper S
b Tl clerk ey 17
- bookkeeper N it
- medical doctor Z5
- girl Ll
- principal SN
- student
- engineer T e

* NB! c.25 % of the copies were returned




Reception among women

* Women supportive of Strindberg (newspaper reports)

* Modern female writers such as Victoria Benedictsson,Anne Charlotte
Leffler, and Ellen Key less hostile towards Giftas than their male

colleagues
* Daughters bought Giftas in Gumpert’s bookshop

* Hardly any women buying Strindberg’s books, preferred Tolstoy,
Kielland & Ibsen

* Novel reading dangerous for women, Giftas in particular

* Danish women committed to asylum for reading Giftas



Henning Hansen (@bookhistories)

UiT The Arctic University of Norway
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