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A point to note is that the character of power in the case of epidemics like HIV/AIDS 

is tied to managing populations. Power is implicit within everyday social practices, 

which are pervasively distributed at every level in all domains of social life.  To live 

in a society is to live in such a way that an action upon another action is possible

(Foucault 1997). A very important point here is that power is not essentially 

repressive and it does not work only negatively by forcefully dominating those who 

are subject to it since it is not possessed but rather practiced. We need to look at 

power as the production of effective instruments for the formation and accumulation 

of knowledge- as methods of observation, techniques of registration, procedures for 

investigation and research, and apparatus of control (Foucault 1980:102). “We should 

think of power not as an attribute (and ask ‘what is it?) but as an exercise (and ask 

‘How does it work?)” (Gavin and Wickham 1999:5). In my study, I shall make an 

attempt to analyze how the dominant discourse of HIV/AIDS has focused on 

examination and measurement as well as on comparing individuals against certain 

norms. “The central strategies of disciplinary power are observation, examination, 

measurement and the comparison of individuals against an established norm, 

bringing them into a field of visibility (Lupton 1997:99).

As it will be discussed in the ensuing chapters, the meanings of HIV/AIDS are 

constantly challenged. In the case of HIV/AIDS, in Ethiopia, even though the 

scientific discourse plays a big role in identifying people, it is always contested. In 

The Archaeology of Knowledge, Foucault states that the aim of the book was to show 

“how it was possible for men within the same discursive practice, to speak of different 

objects, to have contrary opinions, and to make contrary choices…. In short I wanted 

not to exclude the problem of the subject, but to define the positions and functions 

that the subject could occupy in the diversity of discourse (Foucault 1972:200). 

Discourses on the human body, medicine and health care that may be identified in 

such sites as the mass media, medical and public health literature and policy 

documents, are recognized, ignored, contested, translated and transformed in the 

context of everyday experience (Lupton 1997:108). The following discussion on 

resistance will provide more illustrations on how discourses like HIV/AIDS are under 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































