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faf ion {arvival
ensively explored

in non-selected groups < f( ancer o aiw:ms.

Systematic SYropiont assesam ent t of advanced
cancer panems in early palliation to explore thetr
palliative needs.

Methads:

Frorn April 20402 to December 2003, al m{zent

with advanced cancer consecutively admitted o a

one-specialist medical oncology omp““wﬂt clinic,

reporied their syinpitotns using a slightly modified

Hamonton Symptom Assessment Schedule

muudmé S sympioms and general well-being.

Lonstipation was added ad hoc. Al symptoms were
seoved <‘"1 a U {best) - 10 {worse) nuinerics! vating

5 above 3 were defined as a problem

z'equiring imterveniion. To enable reports on fime
from assessment (o death, only patients who died
within August 2004 were included.

Tedian sge
Y ‘0 WETE T 4 nd 43 % women, 35%
0% with 3 i

!

53
i
7 origin is shown below

wise, 5% wit

scores above 3 )01 o
F5% for pain ot

tipmtion, 10% ff:z‘ HALSED

f, 28% for ’mn with rmw 1ent,

2% Yor anxiety, 7 f“/c 4 dry
mouth, 35% for dyspn e loss and

43% for fatipue,

Jmly 23% had no such problems, but 17% had one
oroblem, 13% had two problems, 15% had three
problems and as much as 13% had four proble
25% of the patients scored four or worse when they
were asked how they overall were doing,

o

Genaral well-being
Congtipaiion
Sadnsss
Anousress
Appatite

Dy mouith &

Dysunoe
Mausea

Fatigpe

Pain when imovemant

Fain at iest . S DRI S
1 : ; ¥

0% 1% A0 % a0 % 40 % 0 %
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