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Abstract:  
In northernmost Norway the right to own and manage the land in Finnmark, was transferred 

from the state to the the Finnmark Estate (FeFo) in 2005. The land tenure arrangement was 

a result of land claims made by the indigenous Sami people of Norway. The resources and 

the land that was previously managed to the best for all Norwegian citizens by the state, is 

now managed to the best for the inhabitants of Finnmark.  Based on three surveys in 

Finnmark, this paper explores the support of people living in Finnmark to the new land 

tenure arrangements. We used the term diffuse support to describe the acknowledgement 

by inhabitants of an institution’s ideas, values and principles, while specific support reflects 

the experiences and support to the operationalization of the principles and goals and the 

management tasks carried out by an institution. We find that FeFo as an institution has low 

diffuse support. On the other hand, experiences with FeFo show a clear specific support to 

the principles, goals and management actions implemented by the estate.  In this article, we 

seek to explain this gap, looking at the context of conflict both prior to and after the decision 

of establishing FeFo. 
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